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General Information

    

Water Ecosystem Protection Project

Read this expedition briefing thoroughly . 
It provides the most accurate information 
available at the time of your Earthwatch 
scientist’s project planning, and will likely 
answer any questions you have about the 
project . However, please also keep in mind 
that research requires improvisation, and 
you may need to be flexible . Research 
plans evolve in response to new findings, 
as well as to unpredictable factors such 
as weather, equipment failure, and travel 
challenges . To enjoy your expedition 
to the fullest, remember to expect the 
unexpected, be tolerant of repetitive 
tasks, and try to find humour in difficult 
situations . If there are any major changes 
in the research plan or field logistics, 
Earthwatch will make every effort to keep 
you well informed before you go into the 
field .

Research Site:
Towra Point Nature Reserve, Captain Cook Dr, Kurnell NSW 2231

TRIP PLANNER

TO DO NOW 
  Make sure you understand and 

agree to Earthwatch policies and 
participant responsibilities .

10 DAYS PRIOR TO 
EXPEDITION

 Complete and return your 
volunteer forms . Below are  
the specific forms required for this 
expedition:

  Earthwatch One Day Participation 
Form  

Note: If you have signed up for an 
expedition within   
30 days of the start date, you must 
return your fully   completed 
volunteer forms as soon as possible .

5 DAYS PRIOR TO EXPEDITION 
  Review the packing list (pg . 3) 

to make sure you have all the 
clothing, personal supplies, and 
equipment needed .

 Complete the pre-   
expedition survey . A link will be sent 
to you via email .  Please have it done 
prior   to the expedition 
date .

1 DAY PRIOR TO EXPEDITION
  Leave the Earthwatch 24-hour 

emergency line number with a 
friend or relative (see the inside 
back cover) .

© Google Maps
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REQUIRED ITEMS

GENERAL
  This expedition 

briefing

 Medicare card and (if 
applicable) your private 
health insurance and 
ambulance cover policy 
numbers .

CLOTHING/
FOOTWEAR FOR 
FIELDWORK 

 Long waterproof pants 
and a long sleeve shirt (to 
avoid scratches & insect 
bites)

  Quick-drying socks

 Closed & sturdy 
footwear (hiking boots 
or gumboots strongly 
recommended) -it will get 
covered in mud .

 Spare pair of shoes 
and socks for your return

 If cold/rainy forecast: 
rain jacket or poncho

  If warm/sunny 
forecast: wide 
brimmed hat and 
sunglasses

FIELD SUPPLIES
  Small daypack (large 

enough to hold water, 
jacket, rain gear, 
personal items) .

  Reusable water bottle

  Sunscreen lotion with 
SPF 30 or higher .

  Insect repellent

PERSONAL SUPPLIES 
  Antibacterial wipes

or lotion (good for cleaning 
hands while in the field)

SUGGESTED ITEMS
  Camera, film or 

memory card(s), extra 
camera battery 

 Water resistant watch

 Notebook (water 
resistant) with pen

  Change of clothes

 Drybag/ziplock bags 
to keep personal items

**Please NO umbrellas

Note: Required and 
suggested items lists are 
accurate to the best of 
Earthwatch’s knowledge at 
the time of publication .

EXPEDITION PACKING CHECKLIST

WHY FIELD RESEARCH?
As an Earthwatch participant, you will spend a significant amount of time on the day assisting scientists with data 
collection . Some of this work will be repetitive, but it is fundamental to our scientific understanding of nature . 
Ecosystems are incredibly complex . The only way to begin to unravel this complexity is by designing good experiments, 
and carefully collecting as much data as possible . Without the work of thousands of dedicated scientists, we would 
know nothing about climate change, the effects of pollution, the thinning of the ozone layer, the extinction of species, 
or how to find cures for diseases or improve crops . Without science we would be blind to the world . This is your chance 
to be part of the scientific effort, to find solutions to pressing environmental and cultural problems, and to enjoy the 
beauty and diversity of nature as you work . 

About Towra Point Nature 
Reserve

The activity will take place on the Towra Point Nature Reserve, 
the largest and most diverse estuarine wetland complex 
remaining in the Sydney region . The nature reserve is 
dominated by mangrove and salt marsh communities, which 
provide nursery, feeding and resting areas for birds and fish 
that migrate intra and interstate and/or internationally . Towra 
Point has been declared a wetland of international importance 
under the Ramsar Convention . Under Ramsar and other inter-
governmental agreements, the Federal and NSW governments 
are obligated to protect the endangered and migratory birds 
and the wetland habitats at Towra Point .

Read more about Towra Point Nature Preserve: http://www .
nationalparks .nsw .gov .au/visit-a-park/parks/towra-point-
nature-reserve/visitor-info

© Earthwatch Institute 
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The Research
Water Ecosystem Protection Project
THE STORY
Aquatic ecosystems, such as wetlands, are among the most 
efficient ecosystems for sequestering carbon . Wetlands 
can sequester carbon 30 -40 times faster for much greater 
periods of time than terrestrial ecosystems . We use the term 
‘coastal Blue Carbon’ to refer to the carbon that is captured 
and stored in the biomass or sediments of coastal ecosystems 
(e .g . mangroves, salt marshes, sea grass beds) . Improved 
management of these ecosystems can enhance food security, 
coastal protection, water quality, and carbon retention . 
However, when degraded or lost, Blue Carbon ecosystems can 
become significant sources of carbon emissions .

THE RESEARCH 
This project is aimed at addressing two key problems: 1) 
the lack of investment in protecting and restoring aquatic 
ecosystems and 2) the current knowledge gaps on the 
value of Blue Carbon . In response, we must gather and 
analyse a significant quantity of data while commencing 
restoration of specific aquatic ecosystems . To achieve this, 
HSBC Australia, Earthwatch Institute Australia and the Blue 
Carbon Lab (Deakin University) have partnered to engage and 
empower HSBC community members to transform them into 
citizen scientists who recognise and advocate for the value 
of wetlands, while collecting critical data that will inform 
wetland management and climate change mitigation policies . 
This data will also contribute to the development of scientific 
publications that will increase our understanding of wetlands 
and carbon dynamics .

Read more about this research at http://www .bluecarbonlab .
org/our-research/citizen-science/

HOW YOU WILL HELP
HSBC staff will have the opportunity to participate in:

Social Research: By answering short surveys aimed to study 
whether education and immersive experiences can change 
people’s attitudes towards wetlands . Online surveys will be 
provided to participants 1) before the Citizen Science day, 2) 
at the end of Citizen Science day, and 3) 3 months after the 
Citizen Science day .

Fieldwork: By helping scientists from the Blue Carbon 
Lab investigate how different features of the soil and the 
vegetation (e .g . nutrient content of the soil, plant size, and 
microbe community living within the soil) influence the 
carbon storage of coastal wetlands, through the following data 
collection activities:

• Carbon Coring: Cores of wetland soil will be collected 
to quantify carbon stocks .  Samples of the top 5 cm of 
wetland soil will be collected with 50 ml syringes and 
archived for processing in the lab .

• Microbial Soil Sampling: Soil samples will be collected 
using 3 ml syringes and preserved in RNA later liquid . 
Samples will be analysed in the lab and used to determine 
whether soil microbiomes (and their role breaking carbon) 
relate to carbon stocks, fluxes and decomposition rates . 

• Recovering Tea Bags: Tea bags previously planted in 
wetland soils under different nutrient regimes will be 
retrieved, washed and prepared for lab analysis . This 
novel, low-cost protocol is used to determine the ability of 
the wetland to decompose matter and sequester carbon . 
The lower the decomposition rate, the higher its carbon 
storage potential . 

• Plant Morphometrics, Cover & Composition: Plant 
percentage cover, plant type, mangrove and saltmarsh 
height, diameter, and width will be measured within 
several strip of land . This information will provide a means 
to understand how plant diversity and morphology 
corelate with carbon stocks and fluxes . 

© Blue Carbon Lab

Use 
#BlueCarbonArmy

to connect with The Blue 
Carbon Lab on Twitter

© Earthwatch Institute 
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Day in the Field
Volunteer Training and Policy
TRAINING
The expedition will begin with several presentations to 
provide insight to the goals of the project and an overview of 
safety prior to departing for the field site . If participants have 
any concerns or questions about the schedule of the day they 
should address them with the project staff .

The research team will provide training in the various data 
collection techniques upon arriving at the field site . Fieldwork 
can be unpredictable, therefore an ability to be flexible due to 
weather or other unforeseen circumstances is appreciated .

FOOD
A catered lunch will be provided at the field site upon arrival 
to Towra Point Nature Preserve . A vegetarian option will be 
available to those with dietary restrictions/preferences .

BATHROOMS
Facilities: There are no toilets at Towra Point . The closest 
facilities (4 toilets, water fountains, picnic tables) are located at 
Bonna Point Reserve, a 6-10 minute drive from Towra point .

ITINERARY AND DAILY SCHEDULE

Weather and research needs can lead to changes in the 
daily schedule . We appreciate your cooperation and 
understanding .

8:30 am Rendezvous 

8:45 - 9:15 am Presentation by Earthwatch

9:15 - 9:45 am Presentation by HSBC

9:45 - 10:15 am Presentation by Blue  Carbon Lab 
(Deakin University)

10:15 - 10:20 am Toilet break

10:30 - 11:30 am Travel to field site

11:30 - 12:00 pm Lunch and safety briefing at the site

12:00 - 3:30 pm Demonstration of science and field 
work

3:30 - 4:00 pm Personal and professional impact 
discussion

4:00 - 5:00 pm Travel back to rendezvous

© Earthwatch Institute © Earthwatch Institute © Earthwatch Institute 
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Site Conditions
The Field Environment
GENERAL CONDITIONS
The information that follows is as accurate as possible, but 
please keep in mind that conditions may change . 

During the summer months, temperatures can be extremely 
hot (as high as 40°C to 46°C have been recorded in Nov and 
Feb) and high rainfall can cause flash flooding . Weather will be 
monitored daily and if necessary, field work will be ceased if 
temperatures or rainfall is too high . 

ESSENTIAL ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS                                                                                                                            
All participants must be able, independently or with the 
assistance of a companion, to:

  Follow verbal and/or visual instructions .

  Enjoy being outdoors all day in all types of weather (see 
above), in the potential presence of wild animals and 
insects .

  Tolerate 30°C and higher daily temperatures .

POTENTIAL HAZARDS

Hazard 
Type

Associated Risks and Precautions

Terrain The terrain is mostly flat, but wet and 
muddy areas can cause slips and trips .  
Use the caution and watch where you 
step . Scratches or cuts from overhanging 
branches may be possible in mangrove 
areas . Wear protective clothing and 
sturdy shoes for field work .

Weather Participants should wear sunscreen 
and hats at all times when working 
outdoors and bring/drink plenty of 
water throughout the day .  If participants 
start to feel unwell they should notify a 
project staff member immediately and 
rest in a shaded area, whilst cooling 
themselves with water .

Equipment Field tasks may require the use of tools 
such as shovels . Take care when handling 
equipment to avoid injuries to feet/toes, 
and ensure that there is sufficient space 
between participants to avoid injuring 
others .

Bending/
Kneeling

Participants with any back/knee 
problems should notify Earthwatch staff . 
Field tasks may require participants to 
bend or kneel frequently during the 
course of the day .

Wildlife Participants allergic to bee or wasp 
stings or insect bites should bring the 
necessary medication (Epi pen) with 
them and alert Earthwatch before 
their team is in the field .  Poisonous 
snakes are present in New South Wales, 
including Sydney . Participants must wear 
appropriate footwear and be mindful 
of where they step . Snakes are normally 
shy and will most likely move if they hear 
you coming .  Encounters are unlikely .  
Some bird species may also be nesting 
in the area, so participants should stay 
away from any nests and young birds to 
avoid any swooping or attacking birds .  

Below are the potential hazards of this project, but please keep 
in mind that conditions may change and the project could 
potentially be more or less strenuous than the chart indicates: 

© Earthwatch Institute 
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EMERGENCIES IN THE FIELD 
In the event of a medical emergency an ambulance will be 
called to the research site . The research sites are close to 
road access . Medical evacuation teams using helicopters are 
also present in New South Wales should there be a major 
emergency . 
Staff certified in safety training:  All project staff are First Aid 
certified .
Nearest medical treatment:  The Sutherland Hospital
Kingsway & Kareena Rd . Caringbah NSW 2229 
+61 (02) 9540 7111

EMERGENCY MEDICAL AND EVACUATION 
ASSISTANCE 
Emergency medical and evacuation assistance from Chubb 
and Red24, a 24-hour international service, is also included in 
your contribution . Please see the contact information in the 
Medical and Security Assistance Helpline Numbers section on 
the inside back cover . 

INSURANCE 
MedEvac assistance, advice and insurance are included in 
your contribution to Earthwatch . It covers your travel medical 
risks, including medical expenses and emergency medical 
evacuation, while you are traveling, as well as trip cancellation 
insurance, baggage and personal money insurance . 
This coverage is valid in the country of your Earthwatch 
expedition and during travel to and from your expedition . 
Please see the FAQ for information about when coverage 
starts and ends . Note: For Australian volunteers, the coverage 
is limited if the expedition is less than 50 kilometers from your 
place of residence . 

Safety
Health Information

This insurance policy is secondary to your existing health 
insurance policy (e .g . Medicare in Australia) . 
Because of different governing laws in each country, policies 
are specific to each regional Earthwatch office . Please check 
with your sign up office about your insurance coverage . 
If you signed up through Earthwatch Australia, visit: http://
www .earthwatch .org/australia/expeditions/insurance/
or contact Earthwatch Australia on +61 (03) 9016 7590 .

ADDITIONAL HEALTH INFORMATION RESOURCES
• Travel health website: https://redplanet .travel/mdtravelhealth
• The Travel Doctor: https://www .traveldoctor .com .au/
• Australian Department of Health and Aging:  https://www .
health .gov .au

Communications 
Contact Information
PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS 
Family and friends of Earthwatch volunteers should be aware 
that personal communication with outsiders is not always 
possible while participating in an expedition . Earthwatch 
encourages volunteers to minimise outgoing calls; likewise, 
family and friends should restrict calls to urgent messages 
only . Measures have been taken to ensure that appropriate 
communication tools are available in cases of emergency .

All volunteers are asked to remember that Earthwatch 
expeditions offer a rare chance to escape from hearing ringing 
phones and others’ phone conversations, and to regulate their

mobile phone use with respect for fellow volunteers and staff 
accordingly .

EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 
There is good mobile phone coverage in Sydney . The project 
staff will carry a mobile phone in the field and will often be 
near a public telephone in the event that emergency services 
need to be contacted .

The 24-hour emergency number at Earthwatch in Australia is 
+61 (03) 8508 5537 . 

During office hours, Earthwatch Australia can be reached at 
+61 (03) 9016 7590 .

© Earthwatch Institute 
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Find the Blue Carbon 
Lab on Twitter!

@BlueCarbonLab
#BlueCarbonArmy

Project Staff
Your Resources in the Field

Earthwatch scientist Dr Peter Macreadie Peter is the head of the Blue Carbon Lab and 
an associate professor at Deakin University . He conducted his PhD at the University of 
Melbourne, and has worked in Australia’s coastal wetlands for over 10 years . His research 
focuses on understanding and responding to the impacts of global change in aquatic 
ecosystems, and addressing all biotic components – from microbes, to plants, to fish, to 
megafauna . Presently, his research effort is directed towards capitalising on ‘Blue Carbon’, or 
the ability of coastal ecosystems to sequester carbon . Peter’s research approach spans the 
fields of chemistry, ecology, biology, economics, and policy . Peter has won many national 
awards in recognition for the quality of his Blue Carbon research and his commitment to 
partner with scientists, governments, and corporations to protect the many ecosystem 
services wetlands provide . Twitter: @PeterMacreadie

Earthwatch scientist Dr Maria Palacios Maria is a marine ecologist, project manager, and 
science communicator at the Blue Carbon Lab, Deakin University . She is originally from 
Colombia and has a PhD from James Cook University where she studied predator-prey 
interactions and trophic cascades in the Great Barrier Reef . Maria enjoys doing field research 
in Australian wetlands and coral reefs; two threatened ecosystems that need all our research 
and conservation efforts . Currently, Maria coordinates the research plan behind the HSBC 
Citizen Science program and works along scientists from Australian universities to expand 
our understanding of wetlands . Maria also promotes research activities from the Blue Carbon 
Lab through outreach and science communication . Twitter: @mdm_palacios

Earthwatch scientist Dr Stacey Trevathan-Tackett Stacey is a research fellow at the Blue 
Carbon Lab, Deakin University . She has a PhD from the University of Technology Sydney 
where she studied the dynamics of carbon sequestration in seagrass meadows . Stacey’s 
research interests are in the fields of coastal biogeochemistry and microbial ecology . Her 
research examines the significance and intricacies of microbial transformation of carbon into 
greenhouse gases (CO2, CH4) within Blue Carbon ecosystems, as well as inland wetlands . 
She aims to identify the processes that limit carbon remineralisation (back into greenhouse 
gases) and maximise the biosequestration of carbon in wetland ecosystems . Stacey is the 
research lead of the TeaComposition H2O Initiative . Twitter: @stacey_teetee

Earthwatch scientist Dr Jeff Kelleway Jeff is a research fellow at Macquarie University and has 
been studying wetland ecosystems for over a decade . His PhD project which investigated 
carbon sequestration in saltmarshes (University of Technology Sydney) introduced him to 
the complex, fragile and largely understudied ecosystems that are coastal wetlands . Jeff’s 
research is currently focused on understanding the ecosystem function of wetlands – that is, 
what roles do they play within nature, and what ecosystem services do they provide for us? 
Jeff studies carbon sequestration potential (Blue Carbon) and mangrove encroachment at 
Towra Point Nature Reserve . His research incorporates elements of ecology, geomorphology 
and biogeochemistry, among other environmental science fields . Twitter: @jeffkelleway



9BLUE CARBON: Counteracting Climate Change 2019

Earthwatch scientist Dr Pawel Waryszak Pawel is a researcher at the Blue Carbon Lab, Deakin 
University .  He received a PhD from Murdoch University (WA) after working on a project 
that aimed to provide solutions to optimize restoration success of the threatened ecological 
community of Banksia woodland . Pawel’s research centres around the environmental and 
data science with a particular focus on plants . He is passionate about discovering plant 
communities in their undisturbed beauty . He seeks to understand how plant species 
assemble and function in space and time and if or how these natural vegetation assembly 
processes can be restored . Twitter: @Pwaryszak 

Earthwatch Team leader Andrea Haas Andrea has a Bachelor of Science in Natural Resources 
Conservation, and a Master of Science in Resource Management and Environmental Studies 
with a thesis in Fisheries Economics .  Prior to joining Earthwatch as Field Operations Manager, 
she worked as a Research Associate with the Cape Eleuthera Institute (The Bahamas) studying 
the economic value of sharks and rays .  Andrea also worked as a paramedic in Canada for 
six years, and then joined a branch of the United Nations in The Hague (The Netherlands) 
working in Occupational Health and Safety before turning her focus to marine science .

Earthwatch Team leader Dr Maria Isabel Garcia Maria is an ecologist with a Bachelor in 
Environmental Science and a PhD in spatial ecology from Deakin University . Maria has 
extensive experience in marine predator research and a passion for understanding how 
climate change influences the ecology and fitness of higher trophic levels and the function 
of ecosystems . For her thesis, Maria studied minke whale occurrence in relation to sea ice 
habitat structure in the Antarctic . She has worked for a variety of non-profit, academic, and 
corporate groups in Australia, Colombia, and the Falkland Islands . She joined Earthwatch to 
follow her interest of engaging the general public in conservation and research, and to share 
her passion with members of the community .

© Earthwatch Institute 
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This document contains important information concerning Earthwatch 
Institute policies and participant rights and responsibilities for inclusion 
in an Earthwatch expedition . Please read this document thoroughly and 
sign the Liability Release section of your Earthwatch Participation Form 
to indicate that you understand and accept the risks inherent to your 
expedition and the policies, rights, and responsibilities enumerated in 
this document . You will not be permitted to participate in an expedition 
until Earthwatch has received the signed release form .

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS
It is permissible to share photos, videos, and stories of your expedition 
with family, friends, local media, and in a public forum . Sharing your new 
perspectives and experiences is welcomed and encouraged . 

However, please recognize that all information, data, and images shared 
or gathered in the course of your expedition’s field work become the 
intellectual property of the Earthwatch scientist . Co-opting or plagiarism 
of data, images, or information gathered during an expedition for use in 
a scientific thesis, master’s, or Ph .D . work, or for profit or for the academic 
or business use of a third party without the permission of the Earthwatch 
scientist is strictly prohibited . Please be aware that data gathered during 
the interviewing of local people become the intellectual property of 
the Earthwatch scientist . Earthwatch scientists have the right to place 
additional restrictions on your ability to share data or certain research-
related images . 

Conversely, an Earthwatch scientist may give written permission to use 
data and images for academic or profitable activity . Please be sure to ask 
what is acceptable to the Earthwatch scientist . 

Fellows or scholarship recipients are sometimes required to submit a 
written report reflecting what they have learned on a project, sometimes 
as a step toward developing a curriculum . Earthwatch scientists have 
the right but not the obligation to review and edit materials involving 
information gathered on one of their expeditions .

DISCRIMINATION
Earthwatch does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, ethnicity, 
national origin, gender, sexual orientation, or any other reason prohibited 
by applicable law and respects participants’ right to privacy . However, you 
must be aware that local laws in countries in which Earthwatch operates 
may not be antidiscriminatory and that the possibility exists that local 
residents may not have an awareness of preferred practice regarding 
discrimination . 

Discrimination on the basis of race, religion, ethnicity, national origin, 
gender, or sexual orientation will not be tolerated on Earthwatch teams . 
Disruptive behavior or verbal, physical, or any other type of abuse 
or harassment will also not be tolerated . Violation of Earthwatch’s 
nondiscrimination policy is grounds for expulsion from the program 
without a refund . 

INTIMATE RELATIONSHIPS
Earthwatch scientists, their staff, their colleagues, and their associates are 
prohibited from becoming romantically involved with participants during 
the entire duration of the period that the team is in the field . Romantic 

relationships that may otherwise seem permissible may eventually create 
an unpleasant or unproductive work environment and are therefore 
prohibited for the duration of an Earthwatch project .

SEXUAL HARASSMENT
Please recognize that the relationship that exists between Earthwatch 
scientists and staff and participants is analogous to the student-teacher 
relationship . Therefore, please be aware of the following policies .

Sexual harassment of participants by the Earthwatch scientist or 
Earthwatch staff is prohibited . Likewise, sexual harassment of other 
participants, Earthwatch field staff, or local people by participants is also 
prohibited . 

Sexual harassment infringes on an individual’s right to an environment 
free from unsolicited and unwelcome sexual overtones of conduct 
either verbal or physical . Sexual harassment does not mean occasional 
compliments of a socially acceptable nature .

Sexual harassment refers to conduct which is offensive, which harms 
morale, or which interferes with the effectiveness of Earthwatch 
expedition teams; such conduct is prohibited . Lewd or vulgar remarks, 
suggestive comments, displaying derogatory posters, cartoons, or 
drawings, pressure for dates or sexual favors, and unacceptable physical 
contact or exposure are examples of what can constitute harassment . No 
one should be touched in areas that would be covered by a bathing suit . 
It is important to realize that what may not be offensive to you may be 
offensive to participants, the local population, or Earthwatch field staff . 

Any individual who feels subjected to sexual harassment or has any 
knowledge of such behavior should report it at once to the Earthwatch 
scientist, Field Team Leader, or other Earthwatch staff member . The 
Earthwatch scientist or Field Team Leader will notify Earthwatch when an 
accusation of sexual harassment or abuse is made or when such conduct 
is witnessed .

All reports of sexual harassment will be handled with discretion and will 
be promptly and thoroughly investigated . Any participant who is found to 
have engaged in conduct constituting sexual harassment will be removed 
from the expedition at his or her own expense . If a minor is involved in 
allegations of sexual harassment, his or her parents or guardians will be 
contacted .

DRUGS
Laws on drug use in most countries are severe and may impose lengthy 
prison terms or the death penalty . The manufacture, possession, use, 
purchase, or sale of illegal drugs or other illegal substances while on an 
Earthwatch expedition is strictly prohibited . Prescription drugs may only 
be purchased and used by the individual indicated on the prescription in 
keeping with their intended use guidelines .

ALCOHOL 
Local statutes, customs, practices, ordinances, and regulations with 
regard to the use, possession, sale, or purchase of alcohol are applicable 
to all participants and project staff on Earthwatch expeditions . 
Participants and project staff on Earthwatch expeditions must comply 
with the law of the country in which a project is located regarding the 

Participant Rights and 
Responsibilities 



11BLUE CARBON: Counteracting Climate Change 2019

minimum age required to consume alcohol . In addition, restriction on the 
use, possession, sale, or purchase of alcohol may be set by the Earthwatch 
scientist . Any restrictions on the consumption of alcohol should be clearly 
outlined by the project staff in the on-site briefing to participants at the 
start of the project and in the expedition briefing .

Consumption or possession of alcohol or smoking is not permitted on any 
Earthwatch Teen Team, regardless of local law .  

Excessive consumption of alcohol by staff or participants is not acceptable 
on any Earthwatch project . Intoxication can jeopardize personal safety, 
in addition to the safety of the team . It can also cause delay and hinder 
response in the event of a crisis or emergency situation .

Earthwatch staff and the Earthwatch scientist have the discretion to 
remove individuals from the project who consume alcohol in a time and 
manner that endanger the safety and/or productivity of the expedition .

MINORS
Earthwatch considers participants less than eighteen (18) years of age to 
be minors . Minors are not permitted to participate on any of Earthwatch’s 
standard teams unless accompanied by a parent or legal guardian, in 
which case the minimum age is fifteen (15) . Guardians accompanying 
minors on standard teams must be 21 years of age or over . Minors on 
standard teams do not receive additional guidance or supervision from 
Earthwatch beyond what is offered to the adult participants . The total 
number of minors on standard teams may be limited on a project by 
project basis; this will be noted in the expedition briefing . A maximum 
of two minors may accompany each parent or guardian on a standard 
or Family Team . Earthwatch has developed teams specifically for 15-, 
16- and 17-year-olds (“Teen Teams”) as well as teams specifically for 
families (“Family Teams”) with children as young as 10 years . These teams 
focus on the same research activities and have the same expectations 
as our regular teams, but with more facilitation and support . Exceptions 
for some projects may be made at the discretion of Earthwatch and 
the Earthwatch scientist . Due to a more in-depth screening process for 
certain programs that select candidates based on school year rather than 
age, there may be 18-year-olds fielding on the same team as 15-, 16- and 
17-year-olds . Please be aware that some Earthwatch projects do not allow 
participation by minors in any circumstance .

PARTICIPANTS AND DRIVING
Participants are not allowed to drive project vehicles (including 
motorcycles or all terrain vehicles) or aircraft during an expedition . 
In select circumstances, participants may be able to drive boats 
under the direct supervision by project staff . These circumstances 
are predetermined by project staff in collaboration with Earthwatch . 
Participants must respect the restrictions for boat driving in place for 
each project .

If a project environment is such that participants can drive their own 
vehicles to the rendezvous, those who have driven themselves to the 
project may not drive their own vehicles to, from, or for project activities, 
including the transport of project equipment after arriving at the site .

Participants who have driven themselves to the project may choose to 
utilize their own vehicles during recreational time, but project staff will 
brief them on any driving restrictions . All driving during recreational time 
is done at your own risk . 

Please be advised that the only exception to the above driving restrictions 
is emergency situations .

Riding in other participants’ vehicles is not covered under the 
participants’ insurance policy for the expedition . Riding in another 
participant’s vehicle is done at a participant’s own risk .

IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY
In the event of emergencies, judgments must be made by Earthwatch 
field staff and participants . While Earthwatch makes an effort to ensure 
that qualified people make the most informed decisions possible, 
occasionally first aid may be administered and other immediate steps 
taken by expedition participants who are not licensed medical providers .  

Each Earthwatch expedition has safety protocols and emergency 
procedures in place . Earthwatch encourages team members (the field 
staff and participants) to exercise their best judgment with regard to their 
own safety and the safety of other team members . Other participants 
may perform “Good Samaritan” actions, or actions taken to assist 
fellow participants during emergency situations in the field . However, 
Earthwatch does not encourage or expect you to jeopardize your own 
safety or that of others in attempting to rescue or assist your fellow team 
members .

RIGHT OF REFUSAL
Earthwatch reserves the right to refuse an applicant’s participation in an 
Earthwatch project at any time and to terminate any work being done 
by a participant and require the participant to vacate the project site if 
the Earthwatch scientist, Field Team Leader, or other Earthwatch staff 
member in his or her absolute discretion considers it appropriate . In this 
event, the participant (and his or her parents or guardians, if appropriate) 
will be responsible for arranging and paying for any accommodation, 
travel, or other arrangements which may be necessary following the 
termination of a participant’s involvement in a project, for whatever 
reason, and will not be eligible for a refund . 

Earthwatch may not refuse an applicant’s participation in a project 
for discriminatory reasons (race, religion, ethnicity, national origin, 
gender, sexual orientation, or any other reason prohibited by applicable 
law) . However, an application may be denied in the interest of team 
compatibility or due to logistical limitations . Earthwatch will make 
reasonable efforts to accommodate participants with disabilities, and 
the organization endeavors to find appropriate expeditions for those 
participants who have physical limitations . Refusal of an applicant is an 
unusual event and is generally done either because of an applicant’s 
failure to meet the essential eligibility requirements of a particular project 
or in the interest of team compatibility . In the event that an applicant is 
refused participation for health reasons, Earthwatch will refund in full any 
deposit or payment made toward the expedition .

Earthwatch scientists have the right to refuse special requests, such 
as visits by media (film, photography, or print), special groups, or 
teams (students, donors, etc .), if they conflict with Earthwatch scientist 
schedules, safety, research objectives, or general performance of the 
team .

Any participant found in violation of any of the policies described in this 
document (“Participant Rights and Responsibilities”) is subject to removal 
from the team at his or her own expense . By signing the Liability Release 
section of your Earthwatch Participation Form, you are indicating that 
you have read and understand the policies in this document . Removal of 
a participant from a team is at the discretion of the Earthwatch scientist, 
Field Team Leader, or other Earthwatch staff . In addition, Earthwatch 
will support the right of the Earthwatch scientist, Field Team Leader, or 
other Earthwatch staff to send a participant away from a project once 
in the field should his or her behavior compromise the safety, research 
objectives, or general performance of the team, or if the participant 
has violated a stated policy . In the event that a minor is dismissed 
from a project, Earthwatch will contact the participant’s parents or 
guardians prior to his or her dismissal . Should a participant be removed 
from a team, he or she is responsible for any and all costs associated 
with departure from the team and will receive neither refund of the 
minimum contribution for the expedition nor any expenses incurred by 
participation on the expedition . (November 2012)
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Find us on 

instagram

@earthwatch_aus

use #earthwatchau

Message from Earthwatch
DEAR EARTHWATCHER, 
Hello and welcome to the team!

You will soon be embarking on an exciting and meaningful adventure to some of the most spectacular regions of our planet .  It’s a 
special place here on Earth, and with your help we are working hard to keep it that way for all life that exists .

We unfortunately face a variety of environmental pressures today and by joining this Earthwatch expedition you are not only 
saying you care, but more significantly, that you are prepared to do something about it .  The work you will undertake will help 
contribute to solving critical environmental issues, help shape policies and behaviours and enhance protection of culture, wildlife 
and ecosystems .  Without your help, scientists would need to spend weeks, months or even years collecting the same amount of 
data you and your team will collect in just a few days!

We can’t thank you enough for your choice to take a slightly different holiday this year, and we hope you get out of the experience 
as much as we do by bringing scientists and citizens together to work towards a better future .  

If you have questions as you prepare for your expedition, please contact the Earthwatch Australia office .  Thank you for your 
support, and enjoy your expedition!

Best Regards,

Cassandra Nichols

Earthwatch Australia CEO
Connect with other Earthwatchers! Find us at facebook .com/EarthwatchAustralia

Follow us on Twitter @earthwatch_aus
use #earthwatchau

Earthwatch’s 24-Hour 
Emergency Line
If you need help at any time, call Earthwatch’s 24-hour 
emergency hotline in Australia . Please note this is for 
urgent calls only: 

+61 (03) 8508 5537

After business hours, leave your message with our live 
answering service . State that you have an emergency 
communication and leave a clear message with the 
name of the field program, your name, location from 
which you are calling, and if possible, a phone number 
where you can be reached . An Earthwatch staff person 
will be contacted and will respond to your call within 
one hour . 

Medical and Security 
Assistance Helpline Numbers
(For assistance while in the field) 

When calling any of the helplines, please mention which 
Earthwatch expedition you are calling about .

Our Steadfast Insurance helpline is: 

+61 (02) 8907 5995

You may call this number collect or reverse charges if 
necessary in a medical emergency .
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Earthwatch US 
114 Western Ave
Boston, MA 02134
USA

info@earthwatch .org 
www .earthwatch .org

Phone: 1-978-461-0081 
Toll-Free: 1-800-776-0188 
Fax: 1-978-461-2332

Earthwatch U .K . 
Mayfield House 
256 Banbury Rd  
Oxford, OX2 7DE 
UK 

info@earthwatch .org .uk 
www .earthwatch .org .uk

Phone: 44-0-1865-318-838 
Fax: 44-0-1865-311-383

Earthwatch Australia 
Suite G-07, 60 Leicester Street, 
Carlton, VIC 3053 
Australia

earth@earthwatch .org .au 
www .earthwatch .org .au

Phone: 61-0-3-9016-7590 

Earthwatch Japan 
Food Science Bldg .4F 
The University of Tokyo 
1-1-1, Yayoi, Bunkyo-ku, 
Tokyo 113-8657
Japan

info@earthwatch .jp 
www .earthwatch .org

Phone: 81-0-3-3511-3360 
Fax: 81-0-3-3511-3364
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